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Luxury site 
at Jordanelle 
wins early 
county nod 


By Gib Twyman and Dave Anderton 
Deseret News staff writers 


_ WASATCH COUNTY — There is a Tiger tale 


to be told ın the midst of the Wasatch County 
Commission’s granting concept approval to a 
tony 7,000-acre development at the Jordanelle 
Reservoir. 

“Tiger Woods has been up here fishing. M: 
O'Meara has been up here fishing,” said Dale 
Berg, partner in Sowby & Berg, consultants to 
Robert Larsen of Park City, owner of the Vic- 
tory Ranch development that has lured the 
best-known golfer on the planet, Woods, and 
O'Meara, one of his closest friends on the Pro- 
fessional Golfers Association Tour, for visits to 

ah. 

“Bob (Larsen) has a great fishing guide tha 
takes them to the good places, so they. do ne 
well,” said Berg, who saw four years of prepara- 
tory planning and work culminate in the com- 
mission’s decision to give Victory Ranch a first- 
stage go-ahead. 

Victory Ranch must jump through several 
more regulatory hoops before holes are dug for 
the 792 units, including a 50-room fishing lodge 
plus three 18-hole championship golf courses, 
Along me Provo River on the east side of Jor- 

janelle. 


owns Silver Creek Commerce 
Center east of Park City, is 
investing more than $200 mil- 
lion in infrastructure, impact 
fees and planning. And 
Wasatch County stands to gain 
approximately $18 million 
annually to its general fund at 
build-out, commonly estimated 
10-15 years down the road. 

So both builder and county 
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bership,” Berg said of the Riv- 
er, Mountain and Long Hollow 
courses. 

Berg would not name the 
designers but claimed they 
would be “designer designers,” 
so to speak — among the best- 
known ina field so exclusive 
Jack Nicklaus, generally held to 
be the greatest golfer in history 
before Tiger came along, 


needn't apply. 

“They (Victory Ranch design- 
ers)areinthecaliberwhere ~ 
they do five to eight courses a 
year. Jack Nicklaus does 50 a 
year. Well, that tells you how 
much service you are going to 
get out of him personally,” Berg 
said. 

Berg also declined to discuss 
building lot prices. But he said 
Victory Ranch has enough high- 
end bells and whistles to 
equate with Deer Crest. It is 
considered the top luxury dog 
among Jordanelle develop- 
ments with lots averaging just 
above $1 million minimum and 
houses in the $5 million to $10 
million and up range. 

“It will compare favorably 
with Deer Crest,” Berg said. 

While there are 217 building 
pads designated for primary 
residents, Berg said Victory 
Ranch doesn’t plan on local 
marketing, and anticipates 
‘mostly out-of-state clientele. 

“T suspect that people in 
Utah wouldn't come here,” 
Berg said. 

They can, however, be guests 
at the fishing lodge, the only 
aspect open to the public. 


Some members of the public 
are unhappy with Victory 
Ranch, never mind who buys 
there. The project will have 
negative environmental, traffic 
and other impacts, they believe. 

“There are a lot of good 
things about the project — open 
space and river restoration. 
That should help in the long 
run. But in 20 years, taking a 
walk along a real, natural river 
will be a more valuable experi- 
ence than playing golf,” said 
Paula Trater, Kamas, who has 
worked since 1992 with the 
state, counting spotted egg 
masses for spotted frogs — con- 
sidered an “indicator species” 
for potential environmental 
harm to other animal life. 

“The golf course will hurt the 
spotted frog. A big issue is the 
location of the fishing lodge, 
located right at a breeding pop- 
ulation of the spotted frog,” 
Trater said. 

Berg said Victory Ranch has 
been working with the Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources 
and Division of Water and Pol- 
lution Control in planning the 
project. 


E-MAIL: gtwyman@desnews.com; 
danderton@desnews.com 
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